Stillbirth, neonatal death and reproductive rights in Indonesia.
Globally, newborn deaths account for two-thirds of all deaths in the first year of life and 40% of under-five mortality. As infant mortality declines, the proportion of neonatal deaths has been increasing because of the failure to address the causes. The data in this paper derive from a longitudinal study of motherhood and emotional well-being of women in Indonesia; 488 women were interviewed in late pregnancy, and 290 at six weeks post-partum. This paper reports on in-depth interviews with four women who reported a stillbirth and six who reported a neonatal or infant death. They were asked about their understanding of why their baby had died and the information, care and support given to them. The study suggests that maternal and child health clinics fail to protect and fulfill pregnant women's reproductive rights, specifically the right to information and care for themselves and their infants, informed consent, counselling and to be treated with respect. This can be achieved through training and education for health professionals and policymakers, and by educating women about their rights as patients. It is essential that countries with high infant and maternal mortality provide post-partum care that includes support for those who experience stillbirth and neonatal death, including information, counselling and home visits.